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HILL COUNTRY LUNCH & DRIVE, Saturday, May 30, 2020 

By David Ayer, Ron Borden, Jaime Molina & Jim Richmond 

 

“Drivers & Navigators, START YOUR ENGINES!”  From the left:  Karen & Jim Richmond, David Ayer, Lera & Ron Bor-

den, Tina & Bob Adkins, Simina & Jack Hawkins (Doris, Pepper, & Jaime Molina joined us at the Blanco Courthouse) 

A very good time for all..... (Also serving as David Ayer’s President’s Ramblin’s) 

I hope this finds all of you well and coronavirus free. 

Some of our brave club members ventured out with our masks on to test the air of the loosening stay 

http://www.STAHC.org
https://www.facebook.com/southtexasaustinhealeyclub
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at home rules. 

Saturday we met at the 

Stripes south of Blanco, then 

to the court House square 

for a picnic lunch and then a 

drive through the hill coun-

try on the west and east 

sides of 281. 

As a preview for our next event, the highway pickup on June 13, 

our route took us along our stretch of road. It looked pretty clean 

and with all the rain recently, the grass was pretty tall!! 

After we settled into our touring pace I began to feel a real sense of 

relaxation!! The trees, grass fields, hills, cows, newly shorn sheep 

and goats had a soothing effect on my mind as the troubles and 

stress of our current world kinda fluttered out the window in to the 

cool air!! 

We had typed route instructions. I tucked the paper away. I just wanted to be lead, without a map, or a 

google map. I didn't even have the radio on and drove with the window down in my van. A 2005 Dodge 

Grand Caravan with 203K miles is probably never thought of as a sporty ride, but I thoroughly enjoy the 

way it handles on curvy country roads.  

Thanks to all who came out and shared stories of quarantine. Thanks to Red Bud Cafe for an excellent egg 

salad sandwich and the city of Blanco for the picnic tables under the trees around the courthouse . 

All in all a very good time for all! 

From Ron Borden (A.K.A. Editor’s Ramblin’s) 

At the annual club Planning meeting in January our May activity was scheduled to be a Hill Country Drive 

and Lunch on May 9.  Then along came the virus.  Our schedule, and lives, got turned upside down.  It was 

prudent to postpone or cancel a number of events such as CONCLAVE, Roundup, and the Drive.  As May 

approached it was decided to delay the drive until May 30, hoping conditions would be favorable by then.  

And they were.  Even the weather was terrific for late spring - beautiful 

scattered clouds in a deep blue sky and temperatures in the 70’s to mid 

80’s.  Recent rains helped green up the countryside.   Lunch was scheduled 

before the drive so we could utilize a few of the picnic tables on the Blanco 

County Courthouse square.  Lunches were either brought from home or 

most bought carry-out from the Redbud Café. 

Following lunch we were off to tour the beautiful country roads of Blanco, 

Kendall, and Hays counties.  I’ll let Jaime and Jim provide their perspective 

of the event on the following page. 

HILL COUNTRY LUNCH & DRIVE (continued) 

Tina & Bob in line to start (Continued on Page 3) 
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(More pictures on page 4) 

From Jaime Molina 

 We have been in lockdown for over two months and two weeks! 

As you can imagine and probably feel the same, we are anxious to 

break out, get together with our loved ones, family, and friends. 

We need to hug them, kiss them, love them in person! So when we 

got a call from our dear friend Ron Borden asking if we were willing 

to get out for a cruise through the Hill Country’s neighboring 

backroads, have a picnic keeping all social distancing guidelines, we 

jumped to the occasion. So yesterday, we ventured out. We enthusiastically drove 

out. Pepper was my Cruise Navigator and Granny, the perennial Nagivator. Ha! 

It was a great day to enjoy the sun, the fresh air, the beautiful outdoors, but 

above all, the company of friends. The cruise was a reinvigorating balsam to make 

us forget, for a few hours, the tragic ravaging pandemic health and economic 

world tragedy. During the healing break from the quarantine, we also remem-

bered how beautiful and blessed life is and made us forget the painful racial tur-

moil that sickens the entire nation. 
 

(Jaime has uploaded a very enjoyable video of  the lunch & drive onto our Facebook page.  Check it out to 

get a great look at our fun Saturday!  Lunch & Drive Video  Ed.) 

 

From Jim Richmond 

The weeks went by very quickly indeed. Yet, in retrospect it seemed like 

years since we were ordered to shelter in place.  Then can time for the 

STAHC cruise. 

It was time.  Time to break out of shelter in place.  Time to start to live a 

normal life even if we wore masks and practiced “social distancing”.  Back 

in January when the cruise was scheduled, we didn’t know Covid 19 exist-

ed or that May 30 would be the time. 

May 30 turned out to be a perfect day for a cruise and Ron laid out a great 

one.  Six cars, three of them Healeys, gathered in Blanco for the start.  

Lunch was outdoors at the courthouse for Blanco county across from the 

Redbud Café where many of us ordered food.  Then the cruise through the 

Hill Country, including the road that we clean three times a year.  Three 

cars with six people ended up at the Rough Diamond Brewery for much 

needed libations.  

All in all, a perfect day! 

HILL COUNTRY LUNCH & DRIVE (continued) 

A “Kodak Moment” along 

the Blanco River at the 

Crabapple Road crossing 

https://www.facebook.com/tjmolina/videos/10158781491189026
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HILL COUNTRY LUNCH & DRIVE (continued) 

Pictures of the Hill Country Lunch & Drive provided by Jaime Molina, Jack Hawkins, and Ron Borden 

South Texas Triumph Association Hill Country Drive to Blanco 

Our club has been invited to join the South Texas Triumph Association for a Hill Country Drive to Blanco.  It 

will occur on Saturday, June 20.  Meet at Las Palapas, 23725 W IH-10 Frontage Rd, San Antonio 78257.  If 

you desire to have breakfast there you should arrive by 9 A.M.  Otherwise please meet at 10 A.M. for a 

10:15 A.M. departure.  After their tour through the Hill Country lunch will be at our favorite place, the Red-

bud Café. 

For more information contact Larry McDonald at 210-912-5545, or larry.mcdonald53@gmail.com 

 

The Fuel Pump Cutout Switch Tech Session is coming up on July 18 & 25 

Please plan to attend one of these sessions to have this important safety device installed on your Healey.  

The only cost is for the switch itself - $50.  A very small price to pay for what you get.  If your car is not road

-worthy, we will come to you.  Contact one of us to let us know you will be coming.   

 Bob Adkins:  radkins@ieee.org 

 David Ayer:   dbayer@swbell.net 

 Jim Richmond:  jkrich@gvtc.com 

 Ron Borden:  rborden@gvtc.com 

mailto:larry.mcdonald53@gmail.com
mailto:radkins@ieee.org
mailto:dbayer@swbell.net
mailto:jkrich@gvtc.com
mailto:rborden@gvtc.com
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AS THE         SPANNER          TURNSAS THE         SPANNER          TURNS  
  

Getting our beloved Healeys on the road and keeping them there is a seemingly never ending saga, not unlike sever-

al shows seen on afternoon weekday TV.  The objective of this column is to be a forum for members to ask ques-

tions, update car statuses with progress reports, etc.   

Lynn McKinnie reports: 

This year I decided to install a back-up fuel pump on my 1966 Austin Healey 3000. Fuel pump failures are 

not unheard of on these British cars and I’m trying to prevent being stranded on a very nice two lane road 

in the Hill Country. Ron Borden had this experience and provided information on the type of pump to buy 

and where. Moss sells a Facet pump for $100 but that same pump can be purchased on Amazon and eBay 

for closer to $50. I planned ahead and asked Santa Claus to give one as a gift and he did! 

 

The original installation includes a pipe between the fuel tank and the SU pump mounted on the bulkhead 

in front of the rear axle, just inside the right rear wheel. When I reassembled the car many years after I dis-

assembled it, I was told to cut out a section of that pipe and connect the end sections with a fuel filter and 

two sections of hose. (FYI, the SU pump outlet is a pipe that runs all the way to the front left corner of the 

engine bay. If you are installing a 2nd pump and your car has the original pipe from the fuel tank to the SU 

pump, you will have to cut out a section of that pipe and replace it with hose, fuel filter and the 2nd pump.) 

 

Last year I added an inertia switch to cut off electric power to the SU pump if I was involved in an accident. 

I think all newer current vehicles on the road have electric fuel pumps and all have a similar safety device 

to cut power to the pump in case of a sudden stop. To install the inertia switch, I had to modify the electri-

cal system to the SU pump. Essentially, I cut the wire off at the pump, connected it to a new wire that 

went to the inside of the firewall and then connected it to the inertia switch which I mounted by the steer-

ing column. Then I connected another wire to a wire coming out of the inertia switch and ran it to the ter-

minal on the SU pump. The two new wires were incased in a black conduit you will see in the photos ac-

companying this story. 

 

I had three objectives when I started this project: 

 

1.      Install the back-up pump on the front bulkhead near the SU pump. 

2.      Install the 3 position control switch where I can reach it from the driver’s seat. 

3.      Install the back-up pump in series with the SU pump to simplify installation. 

 

  

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Photo 1:  Taken from right rear wheel well toward bulkhead 

in front of rear axle. SU pump on the right, Facet pump 

(Small cube shape mounted at a 45 degree angle between 

the red hoses, Facet’s preferred position) in center of photo. 

Fuel hoses are red going into bottom and outlet going up 

and attached to pipe going to inlet of SU pump. Fuel filter 

appears in the upper left of the photo. With the jump seat 

removed, the steering wheel is visible through the hole. 

Differential is the black item on left side of photo. 
 

 

Photo 2:  I removed the Inertia switch from the car and put it on a 

bench. Facet suggested an inline 3 amp fuse be installed to protect 

their pump. If I protect one I might as well protect the more expensive 

pump as well. The inertia switch has two wires: green and blue. The 

blue wire is connected to the ignition or in my case, via the wire from 

old power wire cut off of the SU pump. The green wire has the line fuse 

holder soldered into it goes to the center terminal of the control 

switch. The blue wire attached to the right terminal will go to the SU 

pump. The Switch’s left terminal will be connected to the Facet pump. 

The control for the switch is facing up in this photo and angled to the 

right.  When the switch is mounted in the bracket (See Photo 3), the 

switch will be inverted with the terminals up and the control handle 

down. 
 

Photo 3:  This is the final photo and what it looks like now 

with excess wires coiled and zip tied to the steering column 

support bracket. It is not pretty, but my feet don’t get tan-

gled in the wires and I can’t see them when I get in or out of 

the car. (Out of sight-out of mind).  The white wire, below 

the coiled wires for the fuel pumps, is for the brake light 

switch on the brake petal I installed 4 or 5 years ago. 

Jim Richmond reports on his Bugeye improvements: 

With stuck in the house other than trips for to go orders and HEB, I had some garage time to continue im-

provements to the Bugeye.  But first I had to attend to the “Regular Attentions” (routine maintenance in 

AS THE SPANNER TURNS (continued) 

Fuel filter Facet pump SU pump 

Inertial Cutout Switch 

Three position pump selector switch in the center/Off position 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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American) for the BN1 big Healey. 

With the oil change, several zerk fittings greased and other “regular attentions” completed (mostly) it was 

time to get back to the Bugeye.  The steering rack was put back in and other odds and ends taken care of.  

Originally, next I was going to rework the rear drum brakes to go with the new discs in front, but I decided 

to get the 1275 engine and the rib case gearbox prepared to install in the car.  Hopefully, I will have more 

to report next month. 

From your Editor:  

Like Lynn I have decided to install a backup fuel pump.  I will remove the Facet pump I installed last fall and 

designate it as the backup.  I recently purchased an original style SU non-electronic pump to be used as the 

primary source of fuel delivery.  I bought the original style SU pump because of having an electronic version 

fail on me.  Ironically, I bought the electronic pump during the Sprite’s restoration thinking it would be more 

reliable.   

 

Evan Hanzlik has an unused Sprite brake line for anyone interested:  

He has a never used set of pre-bent, never used brake lines from Classic Tube for a single output master 

cylinder Sprite which first appeared in the 1967 AN9 1275cc cars.  If interested contact him at: 

evan_han@hotmail.com 

If there are no takers he has generoulsy offered to donate the lines to the club. 

 

 

 

AS THE SPANNER TURNS (continued) 

mailto:evan_han@hotmail.com
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https://tinyurl.com/Best-Western-Hotel-Roundup-40 

https://tinyurl.com/Best-Western-Hotel-Roundup-40
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visitgranbury.com 

Hendrixwirewheel.com 
Harbor Lakes Golf Club 

https://www.visitgranbury.com/
https://hendrixwirewheel.com/
http://harborlakes.com/
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Shield Awards & Promotions 

D’Vine Wind of Granbury 

Harbor Lakes Golf Club 

https://tinyurl.com/Best-Western-Hotel-
Roundup-40 

http://www.shieldawards.com
https://dvinewinegranbury.com/
http://harborlakes.com/
https://tinyurl.com/Best-Western-Hotel-Roundup-40
https://tinyurl.com/Best-Western-Hotel-Roundup-40
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www.visitgranbury.com 

www.NTAHC.org 

www.shieldawards.com  

www.hendrixwirewheel.com  

https://www.visitgranbury.com/
http://www.NTAHC.org
http://www.shieldawards.com
https://hendrixwirewheel.com/
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https://www.ntahc.org/texas-healey-roundup-40/ 

https://www.ntahc.org/texas-healey-roundup-40/ 

stuckonbarbie@gmail.com 

https://www.ntahc.org/texas-healey-roundup-40/
https://www.ntahc.org/texas-healey-roundup-40/
mailto:stuckonbarbie@gmail.com
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https://granburysquare.com/where-to-dine/ 

www.visitgranbury.com 

https://granburysquare.com/where-to-dine/
https://www.visitgranbury.com/
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AHCA Conclave, 2021 
THE LODGE AT BIG BEAR LAKE 

BIG BEAR LAKE, CALIFORNIA 

Sunday, May 16 - Friday, May 21, 2021 

www.conclave2021.com 

http://www.conclave2021.com
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(Continued on Page 5) 
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(Continued on Page 6) 

CONCLAVE 2021 TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (continued) 
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CONCLAVE 2021 TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (continued) 
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STAHC 2020 EVENTS CALENDAR 

WHAT WHERE WHEN HOSTS 

Highway Pickup & Lunch 
FM1623 at McKinney Loop, 2.6 

mi. west of Blanco  

Sat., June 13,    

9:00 A.M. 
Whitmores  

STTA Hill Country Drive to 

Blanco 
(See page 4) 

Sat., June 20,    

10:00 A.M. 

South Texas Triumph 

Association 

Fuel Pump Cutout Switch  

Installation Tech Session 

950 Stagecoach Ranch Road, 

Dripping Springs 78620 
July 18, 9:30 A.M. Bob Adkins 

Fuel Pump Cutout Switch  

Installation Tech Session 

331 Wild Turkey Blvd.,      

Boerne, 78006 
July 25, 9:30 A.M. Jim Richmond 

Ice Cream Social 
New Braunfels, TX ,                 

Zenzero Artisan Gelato 

Sat., Aug. 22,  

2:30 P.M. 
TBA 

Texas Healey Roundup 40 

Best Western Granbury Inn & 

Suites, 1517 N. Plaza Dr. 

Granbury, 76048 

September 18-20 North Texas AHC 

Texas All British Car Days Round Rock September 25-27  

Highway Pickup & Lunch 
FM1623 at McKinney Loop, 2.6 

mi. west of Blanco  

Sat., October 3, 

9:30 A.M. 
Whitmores 

South Texas All British Car 

Day (STABCD) 
Main Plaza, Boerne 

Sat., October 24,       

10 A.M. - 3 P.M. 
Alamo MG Association 

Club Elections Meeting 
Random Beer Garden, Boerne 

Lake 

October 24,     

following STABCD 
 

AHCA Delegates’ Meeting Indianapolis, Indiana November 6-8 AHCA 

STAHC Camp Out Leakey 
Sat. - Sun.,      

Nov. 7-8  
TBA 

Christmas/Holiday Party       

at the Forke Store 

Conservation Plaza, 1300 Church 

Hill Dr., New Braunfels, 78130  

Sunday, Dec. 6,       

1 P.M. - 4 P.M. 
Stamps 

JUNE AREA EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

Due the uncertainty of schedules for non-club events In our area during June, please refer to the fol-

lowing websites for the latest information: 

   http://www.motortexas.com/Events/ 

 Southtexascc.com 

http://www.motortexas.com/Events/
southtexascc.com
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 TOOL BOX 

The purpose of the Tool Box is to assemble, 
and make available for use by STAHC mem-
bers, specialty tools that are used in the res-
toration and/or maintenance of Healeys. In 
general, such tools will be those that are too 
expensive for an individual member to ac-
quire for one time, or infrequent use. 

Currently, the STAHC Tool Box contains the 
following: 

 Lift-the-Dot Hand Punch. (Punches cen-
ter hole and prong holes for installation 
of Lift-the-Dot fasteners for tops and 
tonneau covers. Moss Motors No. 226-
105.) 

 Tenax Fastening Tool 

 Snap Fastening tool 

 Valve Guide Reamer size .281 for intake 
and exhaust standard size valve guides 
used on all Sprite and Midget A series 
engines 1958 - 1974 

 Engine leveler (for removing or installing 
an engine) 

 Carb Synchronizer 

 Colourtune Carb Synchronizer 

 Wire Wheel Spoke tool 

 1/8” OD pipe bending tool 

 Panel & Trim Removal Tool Set 

 CD Workshop Manuel for Sprite MK 2, 3 
& 4. 

If you would like to borrow any of these 
tools, please contact David Ayer at: 

     dbayer@swbell.net  or 210-775-8168. 

All articles appearing in Rumblin’s represent the 

opinions of the writers and do not necessarily 

represent the opinions of Rumblin’s, South Texas 

Austin-Healey Club, or the Austin-Healey Club of 

America. Neither Rumblin’s, STAHC, nor AHCA is 

responsible for the accuracy or safety of tech-

nical information presented herein. If you choose 

to use such technical information, you do so at 

your own risk. 

SOUTH TEXAS AUSTIN-

HEALEY CLUB (STAHC) is an 

area club of the Austin-

Healey Club of America, the 

largest Austin-Healey club in 

the world.  STAHC is one of 

47 independent area clubs 

and was sanctioned by AHCA 

in 1979. STAHC covers the 

Austin, San Antonio and sur-

rounding areas of South Tex-

as. 

Membership is open to own-

ers and enthusiasts of all cars 

bearing the name HEALEY. 

Ownership of a Healey is not 

required.  For membership 

information please contact 

Bob or Tina Adkins at: 

(512) 264-2042. 

Membership information is 

also available at:   

stahcmem-

beship@icloud.com 

You can join online at: 

 www.healeyclub.org 

 

Current and past issues of 

Rumblins, as well as other 

information about our club, 

can be found at the STAHC 

web site: 

www.STAHC.org 

 

STAHC is on Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com/

southtexasaustinhealeyclub 

Club Officers, Board Members, 

and Appointed Positions 

President:  David Ayer                          

210-775-8168 

dbayer@swbell.net 

Vice President:  Michael Escriva  

 210-394-2813 

michael.escriva@gmail.com 

Membership:  Tina Adkins                

(512) 264-2042                                  

stahcmembership@icloud.com 

Treasurer:  Bob Adkins                        

(512) 264-2042                                     

radkins@ieee.org 

AHCA Delegate:  Jim Richmond        

(830) 537-5075               

jkrich@gvtc.com 

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster:      

Ron Borden  (830) 537-3191                           

rborden@gvtc.com 

Highway Cleanup: Jeff & Denene 

Whitmore  (210) 403-3783                 

defwhit@satx.rr.com 

South Texas All British Car Day         

Representative:  AVALIABLE  -

Contact any Officer above 

Facebook Administrator:                  

Jaime Molina 512-858-9235                               

tjmolina@gmail.com 

mailto:dbayer@swbell.net
mailto:stahcmembeship@icloud.com
mailto:stahcmembeship@icloud.com
http://www.healeyclub.org
http://www.STAHC.org
https://www.facebook.com/southtexasaustinhealeyclub
https://www.facebook.com/southtexasaustinhealeyclub
mailto:dbayer@swbell.net
mailto:michael.escriva@gmail.com
mailto:stahcmembership@icloud.com
mailto:radkins@ieee.org
mailto:jkrich@gvtc.com
mailto:rborden@gvtc.com
mailto:defwhit@satx.rr.com
mailto:tjmolina@gmail.com

