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PLANNING MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
 

Our annual planning meeting took place at 2:00 

PM on January 21, at the Red Bud Cafe in Blan-

co.  Many members arrived early to enjoy the 

great Red Bud food and visit with fellow Healey 

enthusiasts.  The following STAHC members 

helped plan the activities now listed on our Ca-

lendar on page 5.   

 
× Bob and Tina Adkins 
× David and Bonnie Ayer 
× Ron Borden 
× Melissa Brown 
× Bob and Pam Chamberlain 

 

   (Continued on page 2) 

                (Continued on Page 5)
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2012 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  

 

Membership renewals for this year are now due.  If you have 

not yet done so, do so now.  February 15 is the deadline if you 

don't want to miss the next issue of Healey Marque and you 

want to be included in the national directory. 
 

Send your renewal together with $60 to Bob & Tina Adkins, or 

renew on line at:  www.healeyclub.org. 
 

February 2012 

Rumblins  this  month  features  two  "First Hea-

ley" stories, and they are terrific!  Don't miss 

them. 

 

Thanks Melissa, Ressie and Charlie!  
 

http://stahc.org/index.php
http://www.healeyclub.org/
http://www.healeyclub.org/
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MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (Continued) 

 

× Lynn and Virginia McKinnie 
× Brett and Julie Miller 
× Jaime and Doris Molina 
× Charlie and Ressie O'Connors 
× Jim and Karen Richmond 
× DJ and Pat Stamp 

 

In addition to the items now on the Calen-

dar, some of our members are working on 

additional events.  So stay tuned. 

 

When you turn to the Calendar you will see 

a change.  All STAHC sponsored events are 

included in the first calendar.  These in-

clude club events planned or hosted by 

STAHC members, AHCA events such as 

Conclave and other events in which we tra-

ditionally participate. 

 

The second calendar lists "Other Events" - 

events in which one or more of our mem-

bers think you may have an interest.  If you 

know of such an event, contact me at 

jkrich@gvtc.com with as much information 

as you have available and I will list it in a 

future Rumblins.  Let me know if you will 

be an information contact or where mem-

bers can go for more information. 

 

Lynn McKinney will be our representative 

for the South Texas All British Car Day.  

Sponsorship of STABCD, which usually 

takes place in Boerne during late October or 

early November, rotates among four British 

car clubs: San Antonio Jaguar Club; Alamo 

MG Association; South Texas Triumph As-

sociation; and STAHC.  Although sponsor-

ship rotates, all four clubs participate in 

planning and execution each year. 

  

This year the Alamo MG Association will 

be the host. In 2013 it's our turn and Lynn 

will head up this effort with help from other 

STAHC members and members of the other 

three British Car Clubs.  

 

 

 

SOUTH TEXAS  

AUSTIN -

HEALEY CLUB  

 

STAHC is an area club of 

the Austin-Healey Club 

of America, the largest 

Austin-Healey club in the 

world.  STAHC is one of 

47 independent area clubs 

and was sanctioned by 

AHCA in 1979. STAHC 

covers the Austin, San 

Antonio and surrounding 

areas of South Texas. 

 

Membership is open to 

owners and enthusiasts of 

all cars bearing the name 

HEALEY.  Ownership of 

a Healey is not required.  

For membership infor-

mation please contact 

Bob or Tina Adkins at 

(512) 264-2042  

radkins@ieee.org 

tadkins@zeecon.com  

 

You can join online at 

www.healeyclub.org 
 

Current and past issues of 

Rumblins, as well as oth-

er information about our 

club, can be found at the 

STAHC web site: 

www.STAHC.org 

 

ELECTED OFFICERS & 

BOARD MEMBERS  

 

President - Julie Miller 

crzyslp@sbcglobal .net 
 

Vice President - Melissa Brown 

melissadelta@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer- Bob Adkins (512) 264-

2042 radkins@ieee.org 
 

Membership - Tina Adkins (512) 

264-2042 tadkins@zeecon.com 
 

Delegate - Jim Richmond 

(830) 537-5075 jkrich@gvtc.com 

 

APPOINTED POSITIONS  

 

Newsletter Editor - Jim Richmond 

(830) 537-5075 jkrich@gvtc.com 
 

Highway Clean Up - 

Jeff & Denene Whitmore 

(210) 403-3783 defwhit@swbell.net 
 

Webmaster - Charlie O'Connors 

charliebt7@gmail.com 
 

Future 50 Representative -  

Ben Baker kbaker1@sbcglobal.net 
 

South Texas All British Car Day 

Representative - Lynn McKinnie 

(210) 650-3863  

lmckinnie@satx.rr.com 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE  

Rumblins is the  newsletter 

of STAHC. My goal is to i s-

sue Rumblins on the first day 

of each month.  To meet this 

goal, material for publication 

must be received by the end 

of the previous month.  

Member submissions are not 

only encouraged, but are 

desperately needed! Than ks 

for your participation and 

cooperation.  All material 

presented in Rumblins may 

be used in other clubsõ new-

sletters provided that Ru m-

blins and the author are gi v-

en  credit.  

jkrich@gvtc.com
mailto:radkins@ieee.org
mailto:tadkins@zeecon.com
http://www.healeyclub.org/
http://www.stahc.org/
http://stahc.org/index.php
mailto:mmcphail@austin.rr.com
mailto:radkins@ieee.org
mailto:tadkins@zeecon.com
mailto:jkrich@gvtc.com
mailto:jkrich@gvtc.com
mailto:defwhit@swbell.net
charliebt7@gmail.com
kbaker1@sbcglobal.net
lmckinnie@satx.rr.com
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Lynn & Virginia at the planning meeting. 

 

In other action, STAHC members voted to create 

a club "Tool Box" with the goal of assembling a 

collection of Healey specialty tools for use by 

members restoring or maintaining their Healey's.  

The Board was authorized to spend up to $500 

during 2012 to start this collection.  Donations of 

such tools that you may already have but don't use 

on a regular basis will be accepted with thanks.  

More "Tool Box" information is on page 8.  

 

The Board approved a budget for 2012 that pro-

vides for the following expenditures: 

 

Website     $150 

Club Tool Box      500 

Meeting Expenses ($50/event; 6 events)   300 

Holiday Party Facility Rental     100 

Holiday Party Meal (Meat and dinnerware)   200 

Charity       350 

Presidentôs Discretionary Funds    100 

    Total          $1,700 

 

Website expenses are budgeted annually. 

 

The Club Tool Box budget is discussed above. 

 

Meeting expenses are intended to offset the ex-

penses incurred by members offering to host a 

club event. Members that host events at their 

home will be offered a $50 check to offset their 

out of pocket expenses. 

The 2012 Holiday Party will be a potluck dinner; 

the club will purchase the meats for dinner and 

provide non-alcoholic drinks, cups, plates and 

utensils. 

 

STAHC will be the host for Roundup next year. 

David Ayer will do some preliminary research on 

lodging for this 2013 event.  Concept and location 

need to be determined before Round Up in April. 

 

This was a very productive planning meeting.  As 

a result, STAHC members can look forward to 

exciting activities during 2012 and 2013! 

 

 
 

 

 EDITORS RUMBLINS  

By Jim Richmond 

 

THIS MONTH AND BEYOND  

 

DAYTONA 500 PARTY & BARBEQUE  

 

The 2012 NASCAR season will kick off on Sun-

day, February 26, and STAHC will  kick off its 

2012 events at the Richmond's on the same date to 

enjoy the race and a barbeque.  More details are 

on page 6.  

 

SAN ANTONIO AUTORAMA  

 

Charlie O'Connors is obtaining complementary 

table space at the South Texas Classic Car Show.  

The space will be used to pass out promotional 

material and, hopefully, recruit new members for 
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STAHC.  Charlie would like to have some of our 

members display their Healeys at the show.  A 

registration form is on page 18.  Please contact 

Charlie for more information. 

 charliebt7@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Roundup 32 will take place in Bastrop April 13 - 

15.  Although hosted this year by the Gulf Coast 

AHC, Bastrop is close to San Antonio and even 

closer to Austin.  I expect a big turnout of STAHC 

members.  Registration is now open and a form 

can be found on page 16.  

 

Be sure to read the letter from Mike & Anne John-

son, Roundup 32 Coordinators on page 15.   

 

MISCELLANEOUS RUMBLINS  

 

Last month's Rumblins reported that I took the 

100 out for a last drive of 2011 on a balmy New 

Years Eve afternoon.  Charlie and Ressie O'Con-

nors may be the first out in a Healey in 2012.  

Charlie reports the following: "To celebrate our 

first New Years Day in Texas, Ressie and I took 

the Austin Healey for a drive through Downtown 

San Antonio early New Year's morning. A bit 

chilly, but a lot of fun. More people were walking 

around downtown than we thought there would 

be."  

 

Can anyone top this?  Did you take your Healey 

for a midnight drive on the 1st? 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER  

 

Glenn Dolese of Cedar Park, Texas - Welcome to 

STAHC! 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
 

The following is from the December 2011 Rum-

blins: 
 

AHCA currently publishes, at an approximate cost 

of $14,000, a Membership Directory for distribu-

tion to all members annually.  It was proposed to 

publish the Directory every other year.  Since Di-

rectories are provided to all new AHCA members, 

print quantities would need to be increased during 

publication years, thereby somewhat decreasing 

anticipated cost savings. 
 

The Delegates directed a study group to review the 
proposal and the actual savings that would result 
from it, as well as other ways to reduce costs.  
Possible ways to reduce cost, while continuing to 
publish annually, include: changes in size, binding 
and paper thickness; elimination of the card stock 
in the front part; mailing the Directory along with 
the Healey Marque.  Postage is about 40% of the 
total cost of the Directory. 
 

Delegates were asked by the AHCA officers to 
present this proposal to the local club membership 
and report back our thoughts. 
 

AHCA officers will consider the study group rec-

ommendations at their planning meeting in March.  

Please let me know your thoughts by e-mail 

(jkrich@gvtc.com).  If you like, choose from the 

following and add other comments: 
 

A. AHCA should continue to publish the Di-

rectory as is.  It's worth the cost. 
 

B. AHCA should attempt to reduce costs by 

changing print size, page size, paper thick-

ness or other means, but continue to pub-

lish annually. 
 

C. If significant costs can be saved, publish 

the Directory every other year with up-

dates on the AHCA web site. 
 

D. Move the entire Directory to the web site 

and eliminate the hard copy. 

 
    Jim 

 

charliebt7@gmail.com
jkrich@gvtc.com
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STAHC EVENTS CALENDAR  

 

WHAT  WHERE  WHEN  WHO  

Daytona 500 Party Jim & Karen Richmondôs 

House 

February 26, 11:00 AM The Richmonds 

    

Highway Pickup & 

Board Meeting 

FM 1623 (River Rd.) 2.5 

miles west of US 281 in 

Blanco 

March 10, 10:00 AM The Whitmores 

    

Roundup 2010 Bastrop, Texas  April 13, 14 & 15  Gulf Coast AHC 

    

Bluebonnets &  

Beverages Tour 

TBA May 12, Time TBA Brett Miller & David Ayer 

    

Highway Pickup FM 1623 (River Rd.) fol-

lowed by Lavender Festival 

in Blanco 

June 9, 9:00 AM The Whitmores 

    

Conclave 2012 Louisville, KY June 17 - 21, 2012 Bluegrass AHC 

    

Beer Brewing Party Miller's House in Austin July 14,  Time TBA Brett Miller  

    

Ice Cream Social TBA August 26 TBA 

    

Highway Pickup FM 1623 (River Rd.) 2.5 

miles west of US 281 in 

Blanco 

September 8, 9:00 AM The Whitmores 

    

Borthôs Lake Party Borth's Lake House, Sunrise 

Beach on Lake LBJ 

Sept. 8 following 

Trash pick ïup 

Rick & Kathy Borth 

    

All British Car Day Old Settlers Park, Round 

Rock 

September 29, 30  

    

Grill Party Jaime & Doris Molina's 

Home 

October 13, Time TBA Jaime & Doris Molina 

    

South Texas All 

British Car Day 

Main Plaza, Boerne November 3 South Texas British Car 

Clubs 

    

Delegates Meeting Chicago, Ill November 9 - 11 AHCA 

    

Holiday Party Forke Store in New Braun-

fels 

December 2, 6:00 PM  The Ayers 

Tech Session Where arranged As requested  

 

TBA = To be announced. 
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DAYTONA 500 PARTY.  Television coverage 

of the race begins at 12 Noon.  If possible, plan to 

arrive between 11:00 and 11:30.  That will give 

time to enter the drawing for winning drivers.  

Each pick is $1, and those that have winners - 

win, place and show - will go home rich.  A light 

lunch will be served.   

 

Please bring munchies, side dishes or deserts.  Jim 

and Karen will supply beer and soft drinks during 

the race, and the main dish (Texas style brisket) 

and beans to be served after the checkered flag 

falls. 

 

From San Antonio take Interstate 10 to Boerne 

Exit 539 and exit onto Johns Road west bound 

(left off the exit ramp).   

1) Continue west on Johns Road.  Follow the 

signs to Tapatio Springs for about 4 miles 

where you will turn right onto Wild Turkey 

Blvd.  A short distance later you will see a 

large arrow pointing left to the Tapatio 

Springs Hotel and Conference Center.  Do not 

follow this arrow. 

2)  Continue straight on Wild Turkey Blvd. 

3) After you go 1 mile, you will see our house on 

the left.  It is the last house before White Tail 

Drive and it is across from the community 

mailbox.  We will fly the British flag from the 

flag pole, weather permitting. 

 

If you are coming from Austin you can take SR 46 

to Boerne from I-35 in New Braunfels or from US 

281.  Continue on SR 46 through Boerne to I-10.  

Turn right onto I-10 and take the next exit (Exit 

539) and follow the directions 1, 2 and 3 above.  

Call if you have any questions. 

 

Please RSVP to Jim or Karen by phone: (830) 

537-5075 or e-mail: 

jkrich@gvtc.com. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A tentative schedule of events is now available at 

austinhealeyconclave.com (click on the "Sche-

dule" tab).  Register on line or use the registration 

form on page 17. 

 

 

Melissa's first Healey at Conclave 2011 

 

 

jkrich@gvtc.com
austinhealeyconclave.com
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OTHER  EVENTS  

WHAT  WHERE  DATE  CONTACT  

San Antonio Auto-

rama 

Freeman "Expo Hall", 3201 E. 

Houston St., San Antonio  

 

March 16 - 18 Charlie O'Connors 

22nd Annual Brit-

ish Car Day 

Delgado City Park, New Or-

leans, LA.  Host Hotel: Hamp-

ton Inn, Elmwood (504-733-

5646) 

March 23, 24 British Motoring 

Club of New Or-

leans. 
www.bmcno.org 

 

National Gathering 

of British Cars 

 

Hot Springs, Arkansas 

 

May 30 - June 3 

 

www.britishcarwe

ek.org 

 

AACA Car Show 

 

Austin (Location TBA) 

 

June 17 (Time TBA) 

 

DJ Stamp 

    

Burke Rally Driftwood, Texas August 13, Time TBA The Adkins 

 

TECH SESSIONS 
 

Tech Sessions" can be many things.  They can be a get-together of members to help a fellow club member 

with a specific problem or a task that requires (or is easier) with one or more helpers.  A Tech session can 

also be a meeting where a member, or a non-member, with some particular skill or expertise demonstrates 

how to accomplish a particular task.  Tech Session attendees may be helpers, teachers, learners, tool suppli-

ers or any combination of the above.  Tech session hosts usually supply light refreshments.  Beer is recom-

mended. 

If you would like to host a tech session please notify me (Rumblins editor) as far in advance as possible, but 

no less than one week ahead of the session date.  I will forward your request to all members on the Rumblins 

e-mail list as soon as possible.  Please supply the following information: 

Date, time and location with directions. 

The task(s) that you hope to accomplish.  

Description of problems, if any, that you have encountered. 

Tools required that you do not have. 

Model and year of your Healey, e.g. BJ8 Phase II, 1967. 

Other information that you would like to include in your notice 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bmcno.org/
http://www.britishcarweek.org/
http://www.britishcarweek.org/
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STAHC TOOL BOX  

 

STAHC members attending the 2012 Planning Meeting voted to establish a club "Tool Box".  The purpose 

of the Tool Box is to assemble, and make available for use by STAHC members, specialty tools that are 

used in the restoration and/or maintenance of Healeys.  In general, such tools will be those that are too ex-

pensive for an individual member to acquire for one time, or infrequent use. 

 

A concern, shared by many at the Planning Meeting, is that Tool Box tools borrowed by members will be-

come lost over time.  To prevent this from happening, the following rules were established.  Success of this 

program will depend on your cooperation. 

 

ü The Tool Box and records of use will be maintained by a member designated by the STAHC Board.  
The initial "Tool Man" is Jim Richmond. 

 

ü Tools to be acquired for the Tool Box will be determined by the STAHC Board.  If one of your 
projects requires the use of a special tool you should contact the Tool Man with the following in-
formation: 

 

o Name of the tool. 
o What is it used for. 
o Where can it be purchased (if known) and the approximate cost. 
o When do you need the tool? 

 

ü Requests to use an item in the Tool Box should be directed to the Tool Man.  Arrangements for deli-
very and return of the tool will be made with the Tool Man.  Unless otherwise agreed to, the tool 
will be returned within one month of the date it is delivered.  You are responsible for: 

 

o Determining that the tool is appropriate for the contemplated task. 
o Determining that you understand and can execute the proper use of the tool. 
o Damage to the tool. 
o Return of the tool within one month or other time limit agreed to. 

 

ü Upon delivery, you will be asked to sign a receipt agreeing to these terms.  STAHC and the Tool Man 
will not be responsible for your use of the tool or any damage or injury that it may cause. 

 

ü Currently, the STAHC Tool Box contains the following: 
 

o Lift-the-Dot Hand Punch.  (Punches center hole and prong holes for installation of Lift-the-
Dot fasteners for tops and tonneau covers.  Moss Motors No. 226-105.)  

 

o Valve Guide Reamer.  Size .281" for intake and exhaust standard size valve guides used on all
 Sprite and MG Midget A series engines 1958 - 1974 (948cc, 1098cc, and 1275cc). 
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HEALEYS IN CYBERSPACE  

By STAHC Members 
 

 
 

From Jaime Molina: "Here's a link to a Shell com-

mercial shown in Europe. Ostensibly, they're selling 

gasoline, but the cars used in the video steal the 

show.  

 

Ferrari pulled several of their race cars from various 

ages out of storage, flew them around the world, and 

filmed them running through the streets of Rome, 

Rio, New York, Hong Kong, Honolulu, and Monaco. 

No computer graphics - these are the original cars on 

the original streets. 

The best part is the sound - from the basso-profundo 

notes of the early, front-engine era, each scene cuts 

to a later generation, ending with the wail of a mod-

ern F1 car. Even if you're not a gearhead, this video 

will stir the soul.  There's just something about a 3-

liter engine and 14,000 RPM! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=1_kwxzU4wL4&vq=me

dium 

 

From DJ Stamp: "Here's one I discovered while search-

ing for moulding clips for Audra's Cabrio.  ClipsAndFas-
teners.com not only had what I needed at an excellent 
price they were on my desk in a couple of days. While 
searching around their site I found a lot more than just 
clips & fasteners. If your building or working on something 
- anything - you need to give this site a looksee." 
 

From the Editor: healeydata.com and austinhealey.com  

These are like online, do it yourself registries 

/wikipediasÊ of Healeys. 
 

From Max Hottell: If you are an active or reserve 

member of our armed forces or a veteran, you may 

be eligible for a service branch related Texas license 

plate for no fee, or in some cases a nominal fee.  Max 

says: "I like freebies -- My Distinguished Flying 

Cross gets mine free."  For information go to: 

 
www.txdmv.gov/vehicles/license_plates/qualifying/military.htm 

Remember; this is your column!  Let me know what 

in cyber space you find useful and we will then share 

our collective experiences.   

 

MY  FIRST HEALEY  

By Melissa Brown 
 

 

 

The story of my first Healey has to start long before 

my BJ8, which actually is my first Healey. As many 

can relate there is always a car that starts the Healey 

fire in all of us.  For me it was my fatherôs tri-carb 

BT7 that entered my life at the age of seven.  My fa-

ther, a long time British car enthusiast had owned a 

handful of Triumphôs throughout his life but his heart 

had always been set on that beautiful Austin Healey. 
 

 
Melissa really did grow up with little British Cars 

 

In 1988 he came across the right car, at the right time 

and finally brought home his first Healey, it was a 

simple, 1962 Healey blue BT7, roadster that was for 

the most part, road worthy. As a Healey owner he 

heard about this thing called ñConclaveò and in the 

summer of 1990 we drove about 60 miles to Rock-

ford where we experienced our first of what would 

become annual events.  In 1992 we towed the BT7 to 

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=1_kwxzU4wL4&vq=medium
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=1_kwxzU4wL4&vq=medium
http://www.clipsandfasteners.com/
http://www.clipsandfasteners.com/
http://www.healeydata.com/
http://www.austinhealey.com/
http://www.txdmv.gov/vehicles/license_plates/qualifying/military.htm
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Breckenridge, CO and from there Healeyôs and Con-

claves became a part of the Brown family.   

 

 

 
Melissa and her dad (Bob) in his first Healey in 

 Breckenridge 

  

My mom was eager to sell the TR3 and make room 

in the garage for the much more fun and spunky Bu-

geye Sprite.  

 

The next to join in was my older brother Greg; at 16 

years old he bought a barely running square body 

Sprite which he poured all his time and effort into.   

Within the year he painted his car and kept it running 

well enough to use as an everyday vehicle, when the 

weather permitted.  As the years went on Christmas 

and Birthday presents became much heavier and 

greasier and the apparel often branded the Austin 

Healey marquee.  My first driving lessons happened 

in the parking lot behind my parentsô house where 

my dad patiently taught his youngest daughter how 

to drive a manual transmission.  As soon as I figured 

out the basics of shifting I found myself jumping in 

every time I could to participate in Gymkhana 

events, the competition in the womenôs category was 

never as intense but sooner or later my parents and 

brother would teach me enough that I started giving 

my mom a run for her money on the course. 

 

For the better part of ten years my springs and sum-

mers were filled with Healey events, these are truly 

some of the best memories I have growing up.  

Growing up ñHealey peopleò became a second fami-

ly.  I remember no matter where we were across the 

country, whether it was a broken transmission, dam-

aged radiator, or very wet car, that miraculous little 

membership book would find us just the person to 

help out.  For nearly a decade I attended meetings 

with the Midwest Club at the Andersonôs garage in 

Arlington Heights. While attending college in Mar-

quette Michigan, my time in a Healey was never easy 

to come by.   
 

 
The Brown family (Pat, Bob, Melissa and Greg) with the ever 

present Healeys at the 1998 Boyne Mountain, Michigan Con-

clave. They are in front of Pat's Sprite.   
   
In December of 2000, I came home from college to 

find an Austin Healey half buried in the snow in my 

parents front yard.  I was shocked when my parents 

told me that it was something they were going to 

work on for me while I was in college.  My dad first 

committed to completing the car before I graduated 

in 2003, but as every Healey owner knows, restora-

tions rarely stay on track.  With my Healey under 

construction I made it to Conclave in Indianapolis 

and Washington DC and participated in a few Mid-

west Region and Bluegrass events.  Every visit home 

included a once over on the restoration project, I 

even remember breaking the news to my Dad that 

when it came time to put the car back together I 

didnôt want to keep it the original Old English White, 

thatôs when I picked out a two tone color scheme that 

feels right at home here in San Antonio.  

  

In 2007, I attended my first Round-up here in San 

Antonio and later moved to San Antonio.  The car 

was still deep in restoration, pieces in the basement, 

in the garage and at several different shops.  Over the 

years my car benefited from many tech sessions by 

the talented group of guys in the Midwest Club, I 

canôt thank those guys enough for the labor they 

poured into my car.  As 2009 began, I had to prepare 

for a deployment with the Texas National Guard and 

as the year progressed the restoration of my BJ8 real-
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ly took off, the engine was close to done and the 

pieces were finally going back together.  I distinctly 

remember my parentôs coming to Texas for 

Thanksgiving that year and my Dadôs update on the 

project, when he went so far as to show me various 

gray fabric samples I laughed.  I told my Dad, it was 

his choice I was about to deploy a company to a 

combat zone and I would never know which color I 

picked.  I cherish the fact that he cared so much and 

that he took such interest in all the details. 

  

One of my highlights during my deployment was 

talking about the progress on my car.   My parents 

sent pictures of the car in the shop and when the first 

coat of paint went on, it finally started to sink in that 

I was really going to have a Healey soon.   In the 

spring of 2010 when my dad asked for information 

about my car insurance I thought he was getting a bit 

ahead of himself but as it turns out he had been 

working to complete the car long before my pro-

jected redeployment in September 2010 and had 

planned to enjoy the car all summer until I came 

home.  He figured he had an obligation to ensure the 

car was roadworthy.  So in late March 2010, my par-

ents picked the car up from Mark Baker at Sport & 

Specialty and took the car home.  My dadôs first road 

trip in the newly restored car was to Fredericksburg, 

Texas for Roundup in 2010.  The trip was a success 

and he enjoyed my car for a few more months, taking 

it to SpringThing and Conclave that summer.  I was 

lucky enough to come home from Iraq early and fi-

nally got into my car in July of 2010.  After a short 

stay in Chicago, I packed up and took my beautiful 

car for the road trip of a lifetime. 
 

 
Melissa's Healey about to leave on "the road trip of a lifetime.  

The dog, reluctantly, let her take it!  

My reunion trip after Iraq, took me from Chicago to 

Colorado Springs, down home to Texas, from there 

to Ft Lauderdale, FL and back home.  My trip took 

me from my parents to my best friends to my brother 

and back home, spanned over 20 days and the only 

problem I had was losing a windshield wiper three 

times. 

 

 
Somewhere in Mississippi fixing one of the lost 

 windshield wipers. 
 

 
In Mobile Alabama "Coming Home" 

 

I love my Healey, it means much more to me than 

anyone could ever offer and I hope that I can enjoy 

my Healey for years to come with my South Texas 

Healey Family!    
 

 

 

 

 



Newsletter 12  

OUR FIRST HEALEY  

By Charlie O'Connors & Ressie 
 

Ressie and I both retired from the Air Force in 1995 

and relocated to Tallahassee, Florida where I took a 

position with a consulting firm.  Shortly after moving 

into our new home I saw a 1971 MGB/GT for sale 

and told Ressie about my first MGB.  She suggested 

that we go look at it.  It was going to require a full 

restoration, but Ressie knew I wanted it and encour-

aged me to buy it.  We immediately began the resto-

ration process, but it was going to be a long process. 

While restoring the MGB/GT we joined the MG Car 

Club in Tallahassee.  A couple months after joining, 

and still restoring our MGB/GT, we went to the An-

nual Southern GOF in Homosassa Springs, Florida 

(even though we didn't have a car).  There were a lot 

of MGs to admire that weekend.  On Saturday morn-

ing, Ressie and I woke up and decided that we were 

going to go home with another MG - one that we 

could drive while the other one was being restored.  

That morning we bought a 1971 MGB/GT - same car 

we were restoring, but an MG that we could drive.   

 

A year later the first MGB/GT was completed (it 

helped having the second one around so that I knew 

how to put the first one back together).  As soon as it 

was on the road we sold the second MGB/GT.  I'm 

told that it is somewhere in Wisconsin today.  We 

enjoyed the MGs, but we both wanted a roadster 

(GTs get very hot in the summer w/o air condition-

ing). 

 

I had always wanted an Austin Healey, but the time 

and place to acquire one just never came up.  By this 

time we and few other folks had formed a British Car 

Club in Tallahassee.  There was an MG Car Club and 

a Triumph Club, but there was nothing for own-

ers/enthusiasts of other British Marques.  A couple of 

individuals joined our club who had Austin Healeys.  

I knew that the time to acquire one was approaching.  

I just knew it.  I was always browsing eBay looking 

at the Healeys for sale.  Then one weekend I men-

tioned to Ressie that there was an Austin Healey for 

sale that I would really be interested in.  That week-

end some good friends invited us to a gospel con-

cert......  Let me allow Ressie to explain what hap-

pened: 

 

About a hundred years ago (not really, it just 

seems like that) our friends, Gary and Cheryl, 

invited us to a Gospel concert at the Civic 

Center in Tallahassee, Florida. Since we had 

never been to one, we thought we'd give it a 

try. After several hours of singing and music 

it was finally over and Charlie and I stood up 

and stretched. I thanked Gary for the invite. 

My face fell when Gary told us no, the con-

cert was not over, it was only intermission! I 

screamed NO! (Well actually I screamed in 

my mind. In reality I only whimpered). I 

turned to Charlie and pleaded with my eyes 

for him to agree with me and to go. Anyone 

that knows Charlie knows that he's extremely 

polite and he told me we couldn't leave if 

Cheryl and Gary were staying. I knew that 

there was no way my lower extremities 

would allow me to sit there for several more 

hours so I had to get creative. I reminded 

Charlie that he had been watching a 1960 

Austin Healey on eBay and that it was due to 

close soon. It also had a "buy it now" price 

and I suggested to Charlie that someone else 

would surely snap it up. As I said before, 

Charlie is polite, but he's also not dumb! I'm 

not sure he even waited to say good bye to 

Cheryl and Gary as he hurriedly raced down 

the bleachers and out of the Civic Center. As 

I rushed to try and keep up with him, I could 

clearly hear Cheryl's pitiful plea for us to take 

her with us! Needless to say we got home be-

fore the Healey was sold and Charlie took 

advantage of the "buy it now" option. All I 

can say is that desperate times lead to despe-

rate measures! Or another way to say it is 

when my lower extremities start to go numb 

after sitting so long I will do what it takes to 

remedy the situation! And that is how we ac-

quired Charlie's pride and joy. 

 

So, now I have bought an Austin Healey that is in 

Greenville, South Carolina.  I have to come up with a 

way to retrieve it and bring it home.  At the next 

British Car Club Meeting I bring the topic up to see 

if anyone is interested in going with me to trailer it 

home.  Our friend Gary (yes, who we went to the 

Gospel concert with) has a beautiful motor home, 

and suggested we take it to Greenville the following 

weekend to pick the car up.  All of a sudden a couple 
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other guys from the club volunteered to go and assist 

us.  ROAD TRIP! 
 

 
 

That Friday morning four of us piled into Gary's mo-

tor home and drove off to Greenville.  We made ar-

rangements to pick the trailer and the car up Saturday 

morning.  We got to Greenville Friday evening and 

parked the motor home in the Wal-Mart parking lot.  

This was in March and none of us realized that it's 

still a bit chilly in March in South Carolina.  Worse, 

there was no heat in the motor home.  So, we walked 

across the street to Applebees and had a long dinner 

(it was warm in Applebees), and then eventually 

went back to the motor home where we bundled up 

in blankets, sleeping bags and anything else we could 

find to keep warm (no one wanted to cuddle).  
 

 
The next morning we drove over to the U-Haul ven-

dor in Greenville.  The trailer that I reserved looked 

as if it hadn't been moved in a long time.  Grass and 

weeds were growing up through the frame and the 

tires look pretty sad.  But we hooked it up to the mo-

tor home and it rolled.  So we figured we were safe.  

We then traveled over to the garage to pick up the 

Healey.  The seller had a few Austin Healeys he was 

selling (2 3000s and a Bugeye).  He walked us over 

to the Healey I had just purchased and told me that I 

had gotten a great deal on it.  Looking at the interior 

and seeing the parking lot where a floor used to be 

was not very convincing.  I was pretty disappointed.  

But, all the pieces - OK, most of the pieces - were 

there.  We pushed it out of the parking lot and onto 

the trailer.  He also provided me with some extra 

pieces (I think he felt guilty for giving me such a 

great deal).  After getting the title, registration, Bill 

of Sale, etc. the four of us headed home.  The Healey 

was parked in my garage March 2004. 

 

 
 

The next year was spent stripping it down, removing 

the engine and transmission, and saving my nickels 

and dimes.  I very quickly realized that a restoration 

of this magnitude would have to be done professio-

nally.  To save some money, I tackled the rebuild of 

the engine and transmission (with a little help from 

my friends, of course).  In 2005 I delivered the Aus-

tin Healey to Imagination Engineering in Orlando, 

Florida.  Richard Smith showed me other cars he and 

his crew had restored and/or worked on.  His esti-

mate was reasonable (not cheap) and he told me that 

it was going to take a while.  Whenever possible I 

would drive to Orlando to visit my car (and to moti-

vate Richard to spend more time on it).  At Richard's 

suggestion I even spent a long weekend with him and 

his wife so that I could work on the car with them.  

Great suggestion on Richard's part.  While they were 

working on the car, I ordered the upholstery from 

Heritage, rebuilt the transmission and engine with 
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fellow car club members, had the instruments all res-

tored, chrome replated, and several other odds and 

ends that would hopefully save me some money in 

the end.  Upon completion of different pieces I 

would take them to Orlando so that Richard could 

install them on the car. 

 

 
 

Finally in February 2009, Richard trailered my Hea-

ley to Tallahassee and dropped it off at my house.  It 

was difficult to sleep that night.  All I wanted to do 

was go to the garage and sit in my "new" Austin 

Healey.  Of course, the next day I took it for several 

drives. 

 

 
 

We love driving the Austin Healey and being around 

other Austin Healey owners/enthusiasts.  We moved 

from Tallahassee to San Antonio a year ago and look 

forward to many road trips with new friends and ac-

quaintances.  

 

 
__________________________________________ 

  

 
The O'Connors first Healey at 

South Texas All British Car Day 2011 

 

 
Melissa's first Healey at 

South Texas All British Car Day 2011 
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Texas Healey Roundup  
April 13-15, 2012  
 
Dear Healey Enthusiast,  
 
Enclosed is your registration form for the 2012 Texas Healey Roundup in Bastrop. 
  
This is the 32nd annual Texas Healey Roundup and the first time we have held our event in Bastrop. This 
small Texas town, about 50 miles east of Austin, has been a favorite Healey destination for many years. It 
is located on the banks of the Colorado River at the historic crossing of El Camino Real, the royal road from 
Mexico City to East Texas (now Texas Highway 21).  
 
In the past, Bastrop lacked a hotel that could accommodate Roundup--but that has changed in the past 
couple of years. This year our host hotel is the Hampton Inn where we have reserved a block of 60 rooms, 
each of which is $89 per night. As always, I suggest you make your room reservations early. 
  
Of even greater importance is to send in your Roundup registration form. This year more than ever there is 
some urgency.  Notice a special line on the registration form appealing for your donation to the Ba-
strop Volunteer Fire Department. In September 2011, long after we had selected Bastrop as our Roun-

dup destination, a large area surrounding the city, including the Lost Pines forest of Bastrop State Park, 
was completely destroyed by severe wildfires. In addition to the forest and wild life, 1400 homes were de-
stroyed and many more left uninhabitable by smoke damage. 
  
Fifteen volunteers of the Bastrop-area fire departments lost their own homes while fighting the wildfires 
elsewhere in the county. In addition, two major pieces of firefighting equipment were trapped and con-
summed in the fire. 
  
The Gulf Coast Healey Club has elected to donate $1,000 to the Bastrop County Firefighters Association. 
We encourage you to contribute to this very worthy cause by taking advantage of the donation line 
on the registration form. Your individual donation will be combined with this initial gift. Or, if you choose, 

your gift can be sent directly to the Bastrop County Firefighters Association, c/o Chief Henry Perry, Trea-
surer, PO Box 817, Bastrop, TX 78602. 
  
We look forward to seeing you at THR 32 in Bastrop, and hope you choose to help the Bastrop Volunteer 
Fire Department recover from the devastating fall fires.  
 
 
Mike & Anne Johnson  
Roundup 32 Coordinators   
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