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PRESI DENTO6S RAME
By Julie Miller
Happy Fallll
Wo w, ités Aut umn! Wo n

look like in a few weeks!

Looking back over the past month, all 1 can
remember is hot and dr
a flash of a fun Healey Day! We had an ex-
cellent highway pickup on the 10" followed by
a relaxing, wonderful
on Lake LBJ. We finished the trash pickup in
less than an hour and a half. It was a great
morning and a good crowd was there ready,
willing, and able. Then we drove north to the
Borthoés where we mur<ch

ed and relaxed. The water was extremely
pleasant and the hospitality was Five Star! If
you missed it, be sure and put it on your ca-
lendar when we schedule next year!
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SOUTH TEXAS

SOUTH TEXAS
AUSTIN -
HEALEY CLUB

STAHC is an area club o
the AustinHealey Club
of Americg the largest
Austin-Healey club in the
world. STAHC is one of
47 independent area cluk
and was sanctioned b
AHCA in 1979. STAHC
covers the Austin, Sal
Antonio and surrounding
areas of South Texas.

Membership is open tc
owners and enthusiasts ¢
all cars bearing the nam
HEALEY. Ownership of
a Healey isnot required.
For membership infer
mation please contac
Bob or Tina Adkins at
(512) 2642042
radkins@ieee.org
tadkins@zeecon.com

You can join online at
www.healeyclub.org

Current and past issues |
Rumblins, as well as bt
er information about oul
club, can be found at th
STAHC web site:
www.STAHC.org

EDITORS RUMBLINS
By Jim Richmond

LAST MONTH

HIGHWAY PICKUP AND
BORTH'S LAKE PARTY

It seemed like a meeting of tieeutschland
Automobil Oldtimer Klub with two VWs
and a Bimmer. But there was one Healey

Saturday morning, September 10, while
was still cool (sort of), Bob, Tina, an
Cameron Adkins, along with Cameror
friend Jordan, Brett and Julie Miller, Jef|
Denene and Hannah Whitmore and | met
FM 1623, just west of Blanco to pick U
trash.

Although the turnout was light, so was t
trash and our task was completed in an h
and a half. After all the Bud Light cans arI
other trash had been bagged, owugr no-

tored up US 281 to the Borth's lake hoy
on Lake LBJ in Sunrise Beach.

Rick's burgers were great as were theiva
ous snaks that all of us contributed. Ric
treated several attendees to a ride in his
boat and most relaxed in the cool water
the lake.

Thank you Kathy and Rick!

Pictures of these two events are on page

TEXAS ALL BRITISH CAR DAY

DJ & Pat Stamp and Brett & Julie Mill
visited the Texas All British Car Day i
Round Rock last weekend. DJ thinks t
Glenn Graves entered H&J8 in this event
although this has yet to be confirmed.

also thinks that Mike & Ann Johnson a
Mike and Nell McPhail from the Gulf Coa

(Continued on next paae)
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PUBLICATION SCHEDULE
Rumblins is the newsletter
of STAHC. My goal is to i s-
sue Rumblins on the first day
of each month. To meet this
goal, material for publication
must be received by the end
of the previous month.
Member submissions are not
only encouraged, but are
desperately needed! Thanks
for your participation and

cooperation. All  material
presented in Rumblins may

be used in ot haew
sletters provided that Ru m-
blins and the author are giv-
en credi t.
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AHC had Healeys in the popularity show.

Other interesting cars spotted by the Stamps:

A Rolls Royce Phantom coupe with suicide doorg,

brushed stainless steel hood and a $435,000 pr
tag.

A new Aston Martin Vantage Zagato.

DJ's favorite car was a miniatureand builtMG
kiddie car.

DJs pickfor best of show, along with a Singer
Drophead, was an SS .90 he SS 90 is a two seat
sports car manufactured in the mid 1930s by S. {
Cars Ltd., the predecessof Jaguar Cars Ltd.
The following picture of an SS 90 should be isim
lar to DJs pick.
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Image credit: Wouter Melissen

TECH SESSION

"Technically" the tech session at Richmonds g
rage took place this month. Since it took plac
beforethisissue went oufokay, | know I'mlate) |
will report the results hereThe full story is on
page4.

UJ
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THIS MONTH AND BEYOND

SOUTH TEXAS ALL BRITISH CAR DAY

Plans are almost complete. The twenty fourth a
nual South Texas All British Car Day (STABCD)
will be hosted by th&an Anbnio Jaguar Cluln
Boerne on October 29. An added feature this yea
will be a post event tour to Luckenbach. Early-re
istration is encouraged using the form on page

Sponsorship of STABCD rotates among fourtBri
ish car clubs: San Antonio Jagu@iub; Alamo
MG Association; South Texas Triumph Associ
tion; and South Texas Austldealey Club- that's
us. Although sponsorship rotates, all four clubs
participate in planning and execution each year.

Next yearthe Alamo MG Association will be the
host. In 2013 it's our turn. We need a voluntee
to head up this effort. That person should serve 3
our liaison for STABCD next year as well hs
the person in charge for 2013.

AHCA DELEGATES MEETING

The AustinHealey Club of America is made up
and governed by over forty five regional clubs,
ranging in size from as few as five to severat-hu
dred members. These regional clubs are locate
throughout Canada and the United Statéach is
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entitled to representation at AHCA Delegate$
meetings

Accordingly, Delegates, representing AHCZ-r
gional clubs, will meet irLouisville Kentuckyon
November 2 and B. As your delegate, | willta
tend representing STAHC. If you have any sjue
tions or concerns that you would like me td- a
dress at the meeting please contact me jat
jkrich@gvtc.comor call (830) 5375075.

OTHER EVENTS

Be sure to read about the St. Mark Fall Festival
Car Show on pagdl This event, to be held on
October 18, is not anofficial STAHC event.

However, it looks like fun, is for a good cause and
our own Brett Miller is very much involved.

MISCELLANEOUS RUMBLINS

CONCLAVE 2012

—

June 17 - 22,2012

Registrationis now openfor Conclave 2012. A
registration form can be found on pat® For
more information g to:
http://www.austinhealeyconclave.com

Newsletter

TECH SESSION
By Jim Richmond

On October 1st, Charli®'Connorsand Ron Bo-
den brought theiHealeys over to our garage to
use the lift. David Ayer was there to lend teehni
cal guidance.

Here are the results:

But first, David and Ron had to fuel up for the
strenuous work ahead

Charlie was concerned about some mysteriotis ra
tles and noises ooing from below the floor
boards of his beautiful BT7.

=

The O'Connors;‘ge‘a‘tﬁtiful BT7
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David searching for the mysterious rattles

After an under car inspection and some test drive
several possible mysteriousttle causes were
identified including: fuel line not completely $a
tened, loose rear shock absorbers (dampers to y
purists), and loose right rear spring "tiesThe
fuel line was fastened down and the dampers we
tightened. The fix for the springiés" await a \8-

it to a spring shop.

Ron Borden is the original owner of his 1967 MK
VI Sprite. He parked the car some thirty year
ago; he has decided that it is time to get it back g
the road.

So, Saturday he towed the car over totduh se-
sion

Not yet a beautiful car like Charlie's, but it will be.

Up it went on the lift. And down came the fuel
tank, fuel line, drive shaft, rear shocks, and fue
pump. The restoration has begun.

Out with the last of the thirty year old gasoline!

All of us thought this to be a successful and i
5, formative tech session. | know that | learned ney

things, including how to use a screw driver when &

wrench won't fit a nut. So next time you need
OU help with a Healey project, please considerthos

ing a tech sessionlt can be at my place or yours.
€ We will all benefit.

\* 2}

n
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TRASH PICKUP
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OUR FIRST HEALEY
By Jim Richmond

Growing up in the '50s, | was intrigued by my Dad's
interest in European cars, especially English sports
cars. He was sure they were better than the Chevys,
Plymouths and Ramblers that our family had. At that,
the only non American car he ever bought was an ear-
ly '60s Beetle; and that was after | had left the nest.
Ouir first cars were Plymouths and a 1965 Corvair con-
vertible.

On the other hand, my younger brother had a Fiat
500, a Morris Minor "woody", and a 1962 British Rac-
ing Green Sprite. He and | drove the Sprite in gy m-
khanas and a speed evert at Nelson Ledges, a road
course in Northeast Ohio. | was hooked.

In 1967 our family had grown and the Corvair had to
go in favor of a Plymouth station wagon. | missed the
sporty Corvair and kept thinking about my brother's
sprite. The son of a fellow worker had a 1964 Mk Il
British Racing Green Sprite, but wanted a newer Spi-
fire. | helped him out by buying the Sprite.

That car became my daily driver for two and a half
years. During that time, | competed against my
brother in gymkhanas, finally forcing him to buy a
1967 Mk IV Sprite with the new 1275 engine and real
convertible top.

The Mk Il was great in spite of two broken axle
shafts, and various other mechanical challenges. |
learned, or improved on, some basic maintenance
skills like lube jobs and tune ups. SU carb adjustment
became a special skill. (I have since learned to set
them right and then leave them alone.) The Mk Il
was the first Sprite with rollup windows. It also fe a-
tured a new dash design, the 1098 engine, and disk
brakes in front.

Then one day, while not paying attention, | hit the car
in front of me and messed up the right front fender.
Well, | thought it was time to move on to something
"better", so the Sprite gave way to a 1600 Bimmer.
Nice, well made car. But compared to the Sprite it
was kind of boring. This was followed by other a t-
tempts to recapture the spirit of the Sprite: a four ¢ y-
linder Mercury Capri made in Germany; a Fiat 124
Spider, which became known as Mussolini's revenge.
If you think Healeys and other British cars present a
mechanical challenge, you should try a Fiat.

In the late seventies, my Brother bought two "big"

Healeys: a BN7 two seat tri carb, and an early, Phase
I, BJ8. He offered to sell me one of them. Not being

real smart, | chose the BJ8. It was fun to fool around

with for a few years. Upon discovering that the ou t-
riggers were rusting away, and still not being real

smart, | sold it.
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By this time, | could not stand being without a Healey.
| bought a non running Bugeye in need of a full resto-
ration which is ongoing, but almost done.

After a while having a Healey "in the process of being
restored", while good, was not good enough. |
needed something to drive. We were living in India n-
apolis at the time and a fellow club me mber decided to
sell his BN1. The BN1 has been to several Conclaves
and many STAHC events. It appears often on the
pages of Rumblins. Being editor has SOME benefits!

So now we have two Healeys, one running, and one
almost. Life is good. It would be e ven better if we
still had those other Healeys. Especially the first one!

AIostRuns

(Photos of the Sprite Mk 11l and Corvair are not of
our actual cars. They are of cars of the correct
year and color. | could not locate the ghthotos
that | know we havg

WHAT SHOULD BE IN YOUR TRUNK?

Credit and thanks$or the following articlego to the
Atlanta AHC newsletter "The Flash" and to the author,
Barry Rosenberg.

Tech Corner
by Barry Rosenberg

Well, one of this mont
aswe planned. The sample car failed to make it al
theway. We had a very short, unplanned tect se
sion onthe Howell Mill exit on 75 north. It was

a dead fuepbump and we installed a t@arary
one under thdood and it worked fine until they
got their own andhad it installed under the car. |
have said this beforand | will say it again; ear
ryone with a British camwith an electric pump
should have a spare fuel punmpthe trunk, evey-
ore! And have it preset to install. It costs less
than $50 for all of it. So do it so | do nbave to
stand in the hot sun or the rain and do ityfou. |
have done it enough already. | think | will give
yall a list again of things to carry. Buy, borrax
steal these items and put them in your trunk or th
extra battery area in your BN6 / BN7.

So the first thing | am going to tell you to buy is
the plastic box Moss sells for the extra hole you
havewhen you use one battery, like you should be

Newsletter
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doing. This gives you almost all the space yoy
will need. Next, after the box, get the fuel pump
and clampsand wires to fit your car. This one
item can save yoa very long tow or wait on the

side of the road.And make sure you get a Facet
fuel pump and nothinghade by Mister Gasket.

Then the second most importgpdrt you should
have is a rotor button. Buyne of the new heavy
duty ones and install it in yowar. Use your old
one as the spare. These breakamg the second
most common roadside problem. ybu have
points, carry a spare set with condenseto not
always replace the condenser during tuneaps
there used to be a problem with the new Luca
ones so carry the new one as your spare.sA di
tributor cap could be useful and all the points ang
condenserand rotor will fit in the cap box. A
spare fuelfilter is also a good item and make surg
you haveclamps to fit. A spare fan belt and make
sureitftsand a spare sect.i
with clamps isa good idea. If you have one of the
bottom radiato hoses with the small abortion
hanging off the sidegarry one of those for sure.
Otherwise, carry a corretdp hose too.

| would also carry a small tube of Alur&eal -
diator stop leak. It is one of the best. Other parts
suggest is some correct beaKuid that matches
what you use and make sure it is a new sealed b
tle, if you have to open it, then replace it with new
when you get home, new will last a lot longed-hi
den away in your storage area or trunk. And |
would keep several items like 3M Yell Wea-
therstrip Adhesive, UltraGrey silicone sealant, a
smalltube of grease and | like aiste¢ize. Not all
of theseare necessary as you can get by with leg
in a pinch.l know of some people that carry a lot
of hydraulicitems but | am not such a biggmo-
nent of that. Maybe a slave cylinder and master
clutch cylinderkit and if you have a cheap master
brake kit availablgfou can carry one of those. But
if you carrythese, you will need a few specialty
tools to installthem. There are some that carry
spare alternatorand complete distributors. | never
carried thoseMost distributor problems are fix
ble on the roadsidand you can drive without a
charging alternatoas long as you conservereu
rent by keeping yourights off.

S

=
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0 rBeing fa mécbanid) leuauially carryhacfesveextras.

Now if you have electronieggnition a spare gk

tributor is ok but a set of points and condenser i$

just as good and smaller and cheaper. And yo
know one other item | would carry if | had a MGB
Is a ujoint for the driveshaft. They break and are
not that hard to replace in a parkilg, with the
proper tools.

So what tools would | take? The first is a 12 volt
test light that works. | can find over 90% of the
electrical problems with this simple tooll also

like a continuity tester and any cheap voltmeter

from Harbor Freight hasne in them. A few screw

drivers, both flat and posi drive in two or three
sizes, goair of pliers and vice grips (small needle
nose typeand medium regular) a set of medium
length wrenches in the correct style (Whitworth,
BS, metricet ¢. ) f r o ithcom®in hae

dy.

like to carry a small ball peen hammer, circlip
pliers, wire strippers and crimpers, magneta
stick, feeler gauge set (goo-go), large scne-
driver for apry bar, large crescent wrem very
long flat screwdriverspark plug socket (flexible
styl e), rdcheB with severaveatensions
and socketsetfrom/ 160 t o 1IJO s
socket set with a verghort ratchet and a standard
length ratchet, a bumstart to turn engireover,
and a large copper hammddepending on the
length of the trip and number afars going, |
might take a small cylinder hone asdall drill
(but not unless it is a long trip), a compressiorn
gauge, a gasket scraper that is sharp,aaything
else hat fits into my small tool box. | wartb be
able to do a complete tune up, fuel pump replac
ment, generator rebuild, hydraulic rebuild for
brakes or clutch system, ofjaint replacement. |
used to carry enough stuff to rebuild a gearbox o
do a valve jd in a parking lot. | have done these
beforebut do not like to as it takes a lot of my
time whileeveryone else is having a fuAnd, on
the trips, I o n | ynexcnhmeal r
for working on cars. This does not meidat you
should wait untiwe are on a trip to hawour car
repaired to save money.

All the parts | have listed are small and will easily

9
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fit in a small container, such as the MGB battery

box. InHealeys and Triumphs, they will fit in the
center ofyour spare tire. The tools,ast of them
will fit with the parts and a few might have to sit
by themselve# the trunk, especially if you carry
a large 8 Ib. coppehammer. None of this stuff
will break the banleither as most of the tools can
be found at HarboFreight. And let mesay again,

| have no interest iRlarbor Freight.

~

If you do not need the few parts | have listed fo
your MG, TR or AH or any of the tools listed,
then youcan always loan them to someone that
does neethem.

We once had some guys try to rebuild a MGA g

neratorin a parking lot. Once | showed up, we
were able to do it quickly and we polished the
commutatorwith an emery board. Unfortunately,
it was notthe problem but | did not diagnose it.
Turns out itwas the regulator and that is net r

pairable. Adjusnhg it would not make it charge so
a replacementvas needed.

Another MGA driver had one as a spare. No&/ w
could fix the other carSo having a spare part can
be very helpful to another driver. | cannot tell you
how many people that we travel with owellBi
Gillson a thank you for all the stuff he carries. He
hasan AuteZone in his trunk. Well, hope to see
yall on the road soon; just make sure you hav
what youneed when it dies.

1%

Barry Rosenberg

PRESI DENT 0 BNGSAMB

(Continued from Page 1)

At the end of the month, the All British Car
Days weekend was hel d.
to the rally but Brett cruised through the car
show on Sunday afternoon. Check out the
article in this newsletter.

Looking forward, we have the Boerne Car
Show and Jim Richmond is our club contact
for this event. We will need to offer some as-
sistance for the event. Please look for addi-

tional information to come and let's have a
good turnout and representation at Boerne.
Please register early by using the registration
form on page 13.

Brett has begun the process of repairing our
Healey. Currently, it is sitting on jack stands
covered in dust. Not a pretty sight but | know
it will get better as we go through the winter
months. | will certainly be ready for a nice
spring Healey ride!

| hope everyone is well in your world! Take
care and weoll see you

Julie

(Way in the) Future fifties enjoye it too
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EVENTS CALENDAR

WHAT WHERE WHEN WHO
South Texas All Main Plaza, Boerne October 29 South Texas Bt
British Car Day ish Car Clubs
Delegates Meeting Louisville, KY November 1% 13 AHCA
Holiday Party Forke Store in New Braunfel: December 4, Time The Ayers

TBA
Roundup 32 Bastrop April 13 - 15, 2012 Gulf Coast AHC
National Gathering Hot Springs, Arkansas May 30- June 3, 2012

of British Cars*

Conclave 2012 Louisville, KY June 17 21, 2012 Bluegrass AHC

TBA = To be announced

* = Not a South Texas AHC sponsored event.

MORE EVENTS

ST MARK FALL FESTIVAL CAR SHOW

St. Mark United Methodist Church- 601 Braker Lane in Austin- will be hosting a car show on Sat-
urday October 15™. All vehicles invited- concourse to clunkers. Lunch & free pumpkin provided.
Activities include food, pumpkin patch, music, and craft booths- All proceeds will go to local minis-
tries including | ocal di sast er r e danaidns appreCiated] d n

Schedule of events

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m. Registration

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Show and brag

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Peoples' choice voting
2:00 p.m. Awards Ceremony

Contact Brett Miller @ 512-821-1580 if you have any questions, or any additional information.
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The Hill Country Lucas-Marelli Tour

The Hill Country LucasMarelli Tour will be held on
November 12th this year, starting at our place fo
breakfast, and ending with anlliga lunch at Trattoria
Lisina in Driftwood, TX (Trattoria Lising. Therestal-
rant is in a beautiful setting, adjacent to the Mandol
vineyard and winery. There is an Italian market an
even a bocce ball coudr afterlunch recreation.

The meal will be a famihstyle 3course lunch with

bread, olive oil, and noalcoholic beverages for
$25/person, plus tax and tip. A cash bar will be avail
ble.

We can get a reserved room on the veranda with
guaranteed grquof 50 or more people. We had about
60 last year at the Trois Estate. However, a reservg
separate room requires that | sign a contract, put dow
a deposit, and we spend a minimum of $1,500, diclu
ing the cash bar. | would be responsible for anytshor
fall on meeting this minimum. Otherwise, they'll take g
reservation for us as a group in one of the dining roon
with no minimum or contract. So, | need to get som
sense of how many people plan to attend.

Can you please email me dinericas@austin.rr.com
within the next week if you plan to attend, and let mg
know how many people. This isn't a commitment

al
this time, but I'll be writing a deposit check based ovﬁ

the responses | get, so pledserealistic. I'm posting
similar announcements to several British and Italia
car clubs in the area.

Thanks. Dean Mericas

SOUTHEASTERN CLASSIC XXV

From the Atlanta AHC:

"This year's Southeastern Classic will be held im-Gu
tersville, AL at the Lakésuntersville State Lodge Oct
20th- 23rd. We have attached a registration form an
general information sheet to pass along.

Our sense of urgency lies in the release of our block
rooms 30 days prior to the event. It has come to ol
attention that theris a waiting list already in queue for
the unreserved rooms. There is a Bass Fishing-Toy

nament on the lake the same weekend making hotel

rooms scarce. Once released, we are sure there will
"NO VACANCY" at the lodge for our event. We had
to book this phce 2 years out in order to reserve ou
block of rooms to ensure availability. Many people
wait till the last minute and we are afraid they will be

o0

a

pd

D

-

be

disappointed if they don't reserve their room by Sep
19th. The closest hotels are 6 miles away down th
mountain in town and they may have limited asail
bility also.

We would prefer that you register for the event first,
but it is not necessary. You can call the front desk 3
256:571-5440 to make reservations. Mention group
code #1804 to the front desk fosesvations.

The Atlanta Club is very excited about the event anc
the venue. As most know | have been appointed th
"Director of Fun". Laughing a lot is not uncommon.
Gerry Coker and his wife Marion will be our guest of
honors Reed Trummel will also be ¢ne to give his
story on how the classic began. We will be having 4§
tech session with Graves Plating. He lives in Al and
has chrome plated many parts on mamgmbersHea-
leys. Of course we will also have a Rallye, Gymkhana
and Funkana.

For more info gohte our website at
http://atlantahealeys.org/

Try this link on YouTube for the updated iMovie:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_|GzkhNa0Y

Charlie & Sheron Moshell
Atlanta AHCA
6786349473"

NATIONAL GATHERING OF BRITISH
CARS

Billed as "the first ever National gathering of British
Cars and British Car Clubs" this event will takage

in Hot Springs National Park, Hot Springs, Arkansas
during British Car Week. The dates are May-3uine
32012,

Driving tours are being worked out. Hot Springs is a
vacation destination and there things for every membe
of the family to do.

A web site is available so you can check in from time
to time for updates and also obtain a registration forn
at: www. britishcarweeknationalmeet.org

You can also learn more from the BritishrO&leek
Web Sitewww.britishcarweek.org

The host hotel is the Arlington in downtown Hot
Springs.

Although this is not a STAHC sponsored event, it
sounds interesting. If you think you may haveian
terest send me anAraail: jkrich@gvtc.com.
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