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Volume 2010 Issue 6 Newsletter  ofthe South Texas Austin -Healey Club June 2010
EDITORS RUMBLINS INSIDE RUMBLINS

LAST MONTH Editor's Rumblins Page 1 & 2
On a beautiful Sunday late in May, seve Club Information Page 2
STAHC members and guests in four Healey§ Presidents Ramblins Page 3
Miata, a Mustang and some other iron, met on ] )

Eastern shores of Canyon Lake, picked up | RIver TourPictures Page 4
River Road and toured down to Gruene Hall Project of the Month Page 5 & 6

some serious beer drinkingcaamusic listening.
A Unique, Chrome Gearshift KnobPage & 7

Attendees included the following: Bob and Til - . ~siendar Pages - 10

Adkins, Rick Alley and guests, the Ayer cla
(David, Bonnie, Justin and Eric plus Bonni§ Conclave Registration Form Page 1
brother and family), Mike McPhail, Brett and Jul

Miller, Jaime and Doris Molina, Jim and Karg E!Mercado Page 2
Richmond plus Jim's brother John. Photos fol  pore River Tour Page 13
elsewhere are by Karen Richmond and Ja

Molina.

Thanks to Julie and Brettfor arranging al
wonderful event!

THIS MONTH

The Highway Pickup, rained out in March, h
been rescheduled for June 19. Thisus way of
giving back to the community and we do it two -

three times each year. The last pick up was in AT CANYON"AE EFORE THE 1

(Continued on page 2)
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http://stahc.org/index.php

SOUTH TEXAS

SOUTH TEXAS
AUSTIN -
HEALEY CLUB

STAHC is an area club o
the AustinHealey Club
of Americg the largest
Austin-Healey club in the
world. STAHC is one of
47 independnt area clubs
and was sanctioned b
AHCA in 1979. STAHC
covers the Austin, Sal
Antonio and surrounding
areas of South Texas.

Membership is open tc
owners and enthusiasts
all cars bearing the nam
HEALEY. Ownership of
a Healey isnot required.
For membership infor
mation please contac
Bob or Tina Adkins at
(512) 2642042
radkins@ieee.org
tadkins@zeecon.com

You can join online at
www.healeyclub.org

The Link to the STAHC
web site is:
www.STAHC.org

EDITORS RUMBLINS(Continued from page 1)

October when we had a record turno
With this level of participation, the whol
project was completed in an hour andj
half. Let's break the record again this tim

A lake party at the Borths in Sunrise Beg|
will follow. More details are on page
following the Events Calendar.

Directions to the meeting place: Take U
281 to the traffic light at FM1623 in
Blanco. Go west (turn right if coming fror
Austin, left if coming from San Antonio
and go about 2.5 miles tdcKinney Loop.

CONCLAVE

Yes, there is still time to register fdq
Conclave 2010, but time is running shof
This event, sponsored by the Midwsg
Region, will take place July 11 16 in
Galena lllinois and will celebrate Healg
Heritage 1976 -  2010. Visit
www.austinhealeyconclave.com  for

Conclave 2010 registration form and deta
for all events, lodging choices, meals aj
other pertinent information. Email an
guestions to: conclave2010@aol.com.

Please let me know if you are going
Conclave and ifyou are driving your
Healey. This information will appear in th
next Rumblins.
More information follows the Event
Calendar on page and 10.

VIRGINIA McKINNIE

Virginia had knee replacement surgery (
May 3. Lynn has reported that she
recovering quite well in spite of a good de
of pain. She is currently undergoir
physicaltherapy.

We wish Virginia a speedy recovery.

OFFICERS

President Mike McPhail
(512) 6958637
mmcphail@austin.rr.com

Vice President David Ayer
(210) 3400377
dbayer@swbell.net

Treasurer/Membership
Bob/Tina Adkins

(512) 2642042
radkins@ieee.org
tadkins@zeecon.com

Delegate/Newsletter Editer
Jim Richmond

(830) 5375075
lkrich@gvtc.com

Highway Clean Up

Jeff & DenenéNhitmore
(210) 4033783
defwhit@swbell.net

Representative to the Alama
Area Council of Car Clubs
(AACOCC)-

Rick Alley
ralley@balfourbeattyus.com

Webmaster Nathan Adkins
(512) 2642042
Nathan@swbell.net

Future50 Representative
Bret Miller (512) 8341885
bmiller@tspaustin.com

Rumblins is the newsletter

of STAHC. All  material
presented in Rumblins  may
be used in other cl ub
newsletters provided that
Rumblins and the author are
given credit. Contributions
to Rumblins are needed and
welcomed
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PRESI DENT6S RAMBLI NGS
By Mike McPhail

We had a nice turnout for the River Road tour Nagnty third Four AustinHealeys at a STAHC
driving event must be a record! Julie set out a tasty spread on the luggage rack of her BN4. The drive 1
Gruene was spectacular, with the most greenery | have ever seen along the Guadalupe. Toobers were ou
force, too, signaling an early start to summe

I n spite of the beautiful weather, the traff
moderate. We had a pleasant visit under the trees before moving on to the Grist Mill. We were seate
immediately, and did not have to wait longtobersved. The food was excell e

fried jumbo shrimp!

This month we are headed to Rick and Kathyo
celebration. See you there!
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END OF THE RIVER TOUR

)

The Whole Gang ThWhoIe ng from the other End
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JUNEPROJECT OF THE MONTH
By Mike McPhall

Memorial Day weekend usually signdle start of summer in this part of the country, and
warm weat her can be expected. Il f you drive a po
trouble with overheating as long as:

your cooling system is full oft®-1 mixture of water ad antifreeze

you have installed a 160 degree thermostat and the proper radiator cap
the fan belt is tightened properly

all the radiator ductwork and overflow/recovery system is in place

[T e e i

Regarding antifreeze, Texans raibtertumingsntoya block of 6 t
ice, even in January. The anbrrosion properties are what should concern us most. The 1/3 mixture is fine
for preventing rust in our cast iron (aluminum is another story) engines, and transfers heat noticeably betts
than a more concentrated mix. Distilled water should be used for best results.

Some engines wono6t warm up in cold weather w
swap to the cooler stat once hot weather arrives. Thermostats have changbd gears. Many early cars,
like the Sprite, AH3000 and TR3 have a bypass in the cylinder head for coolant circulation before the
thermostat opens. These engines had a special stat with a sleeve that blocked the bypass after the eng
warmed up and thaa opened. These stats are available once again from Moss, but most folks just use th
modern version. However, some cooling action will be lost if the bypass is not blocked off. A sleeve (Moss
again!) is available to get this done, but a plug in the $yp@se works as well. Most modern thermostats
do not have a vent like they did in the old days. | always drill a 3/16 inch hole in the flat part of the
thermostat to make filling the system easier and prevent pressure build up. Caps have changeay too. Olc
ones are a little taller, and there are several pressure ratings, so order the correct one for your vehicl
Arbitrarily raising the pressure is a good way to blow a hose or a freeze plug!

Everybody knows the risk of poor charging due to a loose ddin lut the same thing can happen
with the water pump. A new belt will almost certainly stretch and should be checked often.

When you are stuck at a traffic light the engine temperature may rise alarmingly. Some increase is t
be expected, but can bemmized if everything is in order. While driving at highway speeds, your engine
should be running at its coolest. If the temp jumps only at low speeds, you may have low coolant level, a
antiquated fan, or missing/damaged ductwork. An overflow bottle alltw the maximum amount of
coolant to be in the radiator. When hot, the excess will overflow, only to be recovered when the engine cool
down. This action also allows the excess air in the system to be purged. The ductwork or radiator shrou
prevents théot air in the engine compartment from being pulled around to the front of the radiator when the
car is moving slowly. It is very important that only outside air is pulled through the radiator.

Older LBCs may lack some of the more modern engineeringdfoarthe 1968+ cars. Lots of these
improvements can be retrofitted to these clunkers! For instance, a late 1275cc Sprite cross flow radiato
ductwork and fan will bolt right on an early car. A TR6 fan can be made to work on a TR3, and its compacit
overflow bottle will fit just about anything. Aftermarket high performance fans are available (you guessed it,
Moss!) for AustinHealey 3000. A handy fellow can easily fabricate a radiator duct, if a new one is not
available. A nice ABS plastic shroud is availafde older MGBs. A new radiator is not all that expensive
and probably more cost effective than a trip to the radiator shop. Consider losing the crank hole in the TR
radiator, as that makes it about fifteen percent less effective.
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Barring a bad head dest, or some other dire problem, you should expect to run betweeh9060
degrees Fahrenheit, regardless of the outside temperature. As a last resort, Wizard Cooling has modern,
aluminum radiators for many British cars.

In my opinion, electric fanare of little use, unless they are specifically designed as a replacement for
the original fan. They also put quite a load on the charging system; therefore, forget about using an electr
fan on a car with a generator.

Donoét trust t h a teither. daspretheambmeters arey @easgnably priced (Harbor
Freight) and using one for a second opinion may
t hat 6s we suspected all along.

Photo by Mike

A Unique,ChromeGearshiftKkn o b é

By George Crombie

When | got my 1956 BN2 from my grandfather in July of 1978, it had a rather unique gearshift knob. It was
fifteen years, at the Texas Healey Roundup in Lufkin, Texas in 1993 before | saw another shift knob like it.
| saw another one aa modified 100 at Fall Fest in Duke Island Park in September of 2008. That was three
in thirty years. It is a chrome knob with the Ausiire al ey wi ngs in the center
and an fAHO bel ow. I t v er @klaboma AustitHye arl eesye MbMnees stbh
remember correctly, Rocky Santiago had driven the one to Rapind
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