

THIRTIETH TEXAS HEALEY ROUND UP-DATE

Less than three weeks until Round Up! That long awaited highlight on the Austin-Healey calendar is almost here, and it is going to be fabulous. Response has been tremendous, with all the rooms at the Fredericksburg Inn selling out weeks ago. Not to worry, there are many fine lodgings in the area. This link should be helpful:
http://www.fredericksburg-texas.com/directory/results/lodgingresults.aspx?categoryid=192&adkeyword=motelshotels

Pre-Round Up events for Friday have been organized for those wishing to maximize their visit to the Texas Hill Country. In addition to a walking tour of historic Fredericksburg, you will want to drive your Healey on our Hill Country Winery Tour or Willow City Loop Bluebonnet Trail. 

There are many interesting destinations for those wishing to strike out on their own. Enchanted Rock State Park, LBJ Ranch & National Park, Museum of the Pacific War, Luckenbach “Historic Honky-tonk District”, Wildseed Farms and much more are in close proximity. Johnson City, Blanco, Boerne, Llano and Kerrville are just a short drive away, and they all have much to offer in the way of antiquing, sightseeing and dining. The excellent area roads are made for glorious top-down driving. Expect to see the best wildflower crop in many years as you experience the joy of Healey ownership.

Officially, Round Up begins on Friday afternoon, when registration opens at 3PM in the large conference center at the Fredericksburg Inn. Hospitality is in the same location at 5PM, offering a cornucopia of food and beverage. While you will certainly be able to make a meal of it, alternatively, there are plenty of local restaurants that come highly recommended.


The Austin-Healey Popularity Car Show starts Saturday morning at 9AM, nine miles east of town at the Grape Creek Winery. Discount tickets for wine tasting will be available. Voting closes at 11AM, and we will break for lunch (on your own) no later than noon.

The Five Card Stud Poker Rally will start back at the Fredericksburg Inn, with the first car out at 12:30PM. This is not a timed event and there are several scheduled stops on the route. Don’t forget bottled water, sunscreen, and a full tank of gas! The rally takes about 2 ½ hours to drive and is about 70 miles in length, ending at the gymkhana site.

We have added a new twist to the gymkhana this year. Instead of negotiating the course at break-neck speed (at risk of life, limb, and vehicular destruction), the winner has only to duplicate his or her own previous time on each run. Hopefully, this modification will encourage more drivers to participate in this fun and exciting event.

Hospitality will be open again at 6PM and the gala awards banquet will begin serving at 7PM, all at the hotel conference center. We will be having such a grand time that it will be impossible to give out the dozens of trophies (hewn from solid Texas limestone!) that evening. No problem, a sumptuous breakfast will be served Sunday morning at 9AM and we will continue our ceremony then!


A complete schedule of events will be sent to the STAHC (www.stahc.org) webmaster in a few days. Included will be driving directions to all the event locations and information on sundry items such as car washing, trailer parking, etc.


See you soon!
Mike McPhail
